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What’s New about the Test 

• Computer based 
• Computer adaptive 
• Assesses knowledge in a different way 
• New performance bands and reporting 
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Computer Adaptive Testing  
• What	  is	  CAT	  :	  

•  Answer	  Correctly	  !	  Harder	  QuesEon	  

•  Answer	  Incorrectly	  !	  Easier	  QuesEon	  

• Provides	  beJer	  informaEon	  and	  increased	  accuracy	  

• More	  precise	  informaEon	  about	  achievement	  vs	  “fixed	  
form”	  where	  all	  students	  see	  the	  same	  quesEons	  

How:	  
•  Students	  get	  the	  quesEons	  in	  the	  appropriate	  range	  for	  them	  
–	  up	  to	  2	  grade	  levels	  above	  or	  below	  grade	  level	  

•  Before,	  for	  those	  at	  the	  top	  and	  the	  boJom	  we	  couldn’t	  tell	  
–	  How	  far	  ahead?	  How	  far	  behind?	  

	  

	  



Assesses Different Skills 
•  Problem Solving Perseverance 

•  Application of Knowledge 

•  Listening 

•  Reading Complex Texts 

•  Research 

•  Real-world Math Tasks 
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New Problem Types:  
Challenging Tasks – 5th Grade Math 

“Analyze the class plan  and 
determine an alternative that 
will help make the most of the 

available area “ 
•  Drawn from real life 
•  Requires multiple steps 
•  No one right answer 



New Problem Types: 
Listening Questions – 7th Grade ELA  

Asks students to provide 
evidence for answers	  

Audio glossaries for 
words above grade level  

Listen to the presentation 



New Performance Bands --   
Overall Scores – 4 Levels  

	  
	  
	  

English Language Arts and Mathematics  

Standard Nearly Met 

Standard Exceeded 

Standard Met 

Standard Not Met 



New Details –  
Claim Level (subscores) –  3 levels of 

performance 

• English Language Arts 
1. Reading  
2. Writing 
3. Speaking & Listening 
4. Research/Inquiry 

• Mathema'cs	  
1.  Concepts	  &	  Procedures	  
2.  Problem	  Solving	  &	  Modeling	  &	  
Data	  Analysis	  
3.  Communica'ng	  Reasoning	  
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Results: Last Year’s vs. This Year’s 

• Scores	  and	  achievement	  levels	  from	  the	  Smarter	  
Balanced	  assessments	  cannot	  and	  should	  not	  be	  
compared	  with	  data	  from	  STAR	  or	  CAHSEE.	  

•  Different	  standards	  are	  assessed.	  
•  Different	  assessment	  methods	  and	  score	  scales	  are	  used.	  
•  Different	  levels	  of	  cogniEve	  rigor	  are	  assessed.	  

• It’s	  Like	  Apples	  and	  Oranges	  –	  you	  can’t	  compare	  	  
• The	  previous	  test	  measured	  different	  skills,	  in	  a	  
different	  way	  	  



Smarter Balanced Assessment Results -- 
LAUSD Schools 

33%	  Met	  or	  Exceeded	  Standards,	  All	  
Grades	  

(State	  Average	  =	  44%)	  

25%	  Met	  or	  Exceeded	  Standards,	  All	  
Grades	  	  

(State	  Average	  =	  33%)	  
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Smarter Balanced Assessment Results --
Independent Charter Schools 

39%	  Met	  or	  Exceeded	  Standards,	  All	  
Grades	  

(State	  Average	  =	  44%)	  

28%	  Met	  or	  Exceeded	  Standards,	  All	  
Grades	  

(State	  Average	  =	  33%)	  
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Smarter Balanced Assessment Results -- 
Magnet Centers and Schools 

55%	  Met	  or	  Exceeded	  Standards,	  All	  
Grades	  	  

(State	  Average	  =	  44%)	  

44%	  Met	  or	  Exceeded	  Standards,	  All	  
Grades	  

(State	  Average	  =	  33%)	  
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In English Language Arts, females 
scored higher than males, in Math – no 
difference  
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Across all types of schools, Asian and White 
students out-perform African-American and 
Latino students 
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Economically Disadvantaged Students 
scored lower than Non-Economically 
Disadvantaged 

English	  Language	  Arts	   Mathema'cs	  
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In both ELA and Math, lowest performing 
subgroups were Students with Disabilities 
and English Learners 

English	  Language	  Arts	   Mathema'cs	  
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